The local distribution of cancer in France is very interesting. Statistics Fig. 1 shows the death-rate per hundred thousand inhabitants in the country districts for the years 1906, 1907, and 1908. Fig . 2 shows the corresponding death-rate for the towns of over five thousand inhabitants. A glance at these maps will show that cancer is largely confined to the northern half of France. To take the first of these maps (Plate I.) it will be seen that in nearly all the town districts of France coal is largely used. "Wherever coal is exclusively burned it will also be noticed that the death-rate is invariably very high, as is the case also where charcoal is burned. Some other element than the strictly sulphur content may be involved in the relationship of certain fuels to the cancer deathrates of the districts in which they are used. Some chemical condition of the fuel, its ash, or its other products of combustion may be responsible, but the results of such inquiries as I have made into the fuel conditions of those districts where cancer is rife seem to me to point conclusively to the fact that the etiology of malignant disease has some subtle connection with fuel and its products of combustion, a connection which lies somewhere about the difference between wood and charcoal, and between the coal of Aveyron and Cantal and that of the north of France.
